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Business Ethics

“Can we teach ethics? 'r‘es D-::IES it Ehﬂnge -!’Jehﬂ'.frclr-" Mﬂ}-‘bE‘
-Mohamaad J. Abdelmahammadi, ! Johie £ Rivodies feolessor of Acoouating, Bentley Umuasit

Bentley Professor Mohammad Abdalmohammadi has investigated issues related
ta ethice and accounting for more than 20 vears. Here, he A Wers questians
abaut maral reasening, ethical behavior and why business sthics courses afe
more impoftant than eve

Q: Every time there's a high-profile accounting scandal there's a renewed foous on
ethical training. Can ethics really be tasght? Yes and no. Studies show that we may be
able to teach peaple to recognize mosal dilemmas and use moral reasonkng, of judgment

but ethical behavior—"daing the daht thing"—s also influenced by motivation and
haracter—and those are harder io teach

5o a better question might be, can ethics be learned? Cun studies with accounting aeaduate
sfilenis sheowm that et hibcs trainire] cam be effect ve The monal reasoning scoees of our studer 15 lmprow

lanificantty by the end of each semester —they do leam

Ome of your recent studies looked at academic dishonesty and plagiarism on

unmbversity campuses. Yes, we wonderad 1 ethics tralining might help

reduce the Incldence of plaglarism, which, thamks to the Infermet

a widesproad problem. Gar research, conducted with accounting
students, shows that ethics courses that are deslgned to
impicwe maral reasoning may help reduce plagkaism. Students
with higher moral reasoning are f2ss likely to cheat

Is there an ethics orisis in the accounting profession? Soc oy
places wery high ethical expectations on public accountants. [
the axient that there iy am ethkcs gap, all ol us in the prolessior
have a shared responsibalivy to quad 2galnst anathical conduct
Ihat’s why Bentiey created the Center loe Business Efhics moek
tham 30 years aqa: fo frain business leaders (o wphold and promote
thie very highest standards of ethics and peisonal inteaeity

o fearn moare aihoul o Nacuity research, innevalive programs
and cutting-edge techinology, plagse visit eur webiite,

m Professor Abdolmabarrmad] discosies his work u’ﬂ:nﬂtr,edu,-‘ﬂ.-::'ﬂr;h




